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Abstract Researchers studying the proximate (or immedi-

ate) causes of sexual coercion have proposed that partner rape

is motivated by a man’s attempt to dominate and control his

partner and that this expression of power is the product of

men’s social roles. Researchers studying the ultimate (or

evolutionary) causes, in contrast, have proposed that partner

rape may function as an anti-cuckoldry tactic, with its occur-

rence related to a man’s suspicions of his partner’s sexual

infidelity. In two studies, we collected data relevant to both

perspectives to explore how these variables interact with

men’s sexual coercion in an intimate relationship. Regression

analyses from Study 1 (self-reports from 256 men) and Study

2 (partner-reports from 290 women) indicated that men’s

sexual coercion of their partners was consistently predicted by

female infidelity and men’s controlling behavior, suggesting

that both variables are necessary to explain men’s sexual coer-

cion. Discussion addressed limitations of the current research

and highlighted the importance of integrating multiple levels

of analysis when studying men’s sexual coercion of their

intimate partners.
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Introduction

Between 10% and 26% of women experience rape in marriage

(Finkelhor & Yllo, 1985; Hadi, 2000; Painter & Farrington,

1999; Russell, 1982; Watts, Keough, Ndlovu, & Kwaramba,

1998). Rape also occurs in non-marital intimate relationships.

Goetz and Shackelford (2006) secured prevalence estimates

of rape in intimate relationships—partner rape—from a

sample of young men and from an independent sample of

young women in a committed relationship for at least 1 year,

but not necessarily married. They found that 7.3% of men

admitted to engaging in at least one instance of partner rape by

their current partner, and 9.1% of women reported that they

had experienced at least one instance of partner rape by their

current partner.

Although sexual coercion in intimate relationships

sometimes includes men’s use of violent physical force,

sexual coercion in intimate relationships often includes

subtle forms of psychological and emotional manipulation

(Basile, 1999; Camilleri, Quinsey, & Tapscott, in press;

Johnson & Sigler, 2000; Marshall & Holtzworth-Munroe,

2002; Shackelford & Goetz, 2004). Shackelford and Goetz

(2004), for example, documented that men were more likely

to sexually coerce their partners by hinting about with-

holding benefits, threatening relationship defection, and

manipulating their partners by reminding them of their

‘‘obligation’’ to have sex (e.g., ‘‘If you love me, you’ll have

sex with me’’) than they were to use physical force to

achieve sexual intercourse. By using more subtle forms of

sexual coercion (rather than explicit physical force), men

may avoid inflicting on their partners some of the costs

associated with partner rape, and they may avoid their

partners’ defection from the relationship that might occur

following explicit physical force to achieve sexual inter-

course. Because men in intimate relationships may be more
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likely to sexually coerce their partners using relatively

subtle tactics, the current research considers these forms of

sexual coercion, in addition to partner rape.

Hypothesized Causes of Sexual Coercion in Intimate

Relationships

Many researchers have hypothesized that sexual coercion in

intimate relationships is motivated by men’s attempts to

dominate and control their partners (e.g., Basile, 1999;

Bergen, 1996; Frieze, 1983; Gage & Hutchinson, 2006;

Gelles, 1977; Meyer, Vivian, & O’Leary, 1998; Watts et al.,

1998) and that this expression of power is the product of

men’s social roles (e.g., Brownmiller, 1975; Johnson, 1995;

Yllo & Straus, 1990). Results relevant to this hypothesis are

mixed. Shackelford and Goetz (2004), for example, found a

significant positive relationship between men’s controlling

behaviors and their use of sexual coercion in an intimate

relationship, thus supporting the domination and control

hypothesis. Also, several studies have found that physically

abusive men were more likely than non-abusive men to

sexually coerce their female partners (Apt & Hurlbert, 1993;

DeMaris, 1997; Donnelly, 1993; Finkelhor & Yllo, 1985;

Koziol-McLain, Coates, & Lowenstein, 2001; Shackelford

& Goetz, 2004), also supporting the domination and control

hypothesis. Gage and Hutchinson (2006), however, found

that women’s risk of sexual coercion by their partners was

not related significantly to measures assessing the relative

dimensions of power in a relationship, such as who main-

tains control over decision making and his/her partner’s

actions. That is, women mated to men who maintained the

dominant position in the relationship were not more likely to

experience sexual coercion than women mated to men who

did not maintain the dominant position in the relationship,

thus contradicting the domination and control hypothesis.

Although many researchers (including ourselves) agree

that individual men may sexually coerce their partners to

maintain dominance and control, proponents of the domi-

nation and control hypothesis often argue that men are

motivated as a group to exercise ‘‘patriarchal power’’ or

‘‘patriarchal terrorism’’ over women (e.g., Brownmiller,

1975; Johnson, 1995; Yllo & Straus, 1990). We are aware of

no empirical evidence suggesting that men are motivated as

a group to dominate and control women.

Another hypothesis has been advanced by researchers

studying sexual coercion from an evolutionary perspective:

sexual coercion in intimate relationships may function as

an anti-cuckoldry tactic, with its occurrence related to a man’s

suspicions of his partner’s sexual infidelity (Camilleri, 2004;

Lalumière, Harris, Quinsey, & Rice, 2005; Thornhill &

Thornhill, 1992; Wilson & Daly, 1992; see also Goetz &

Shackelford, 2006). Sexual coercion in response to cues of

his partner’s sexual infidelity might function to introduce a

male’s sperm into his partner’s reproductive tract at a time

when there is a high risk of cuckoldry (i.e., when his partner

has recently been inseminated by a rival male). This sperm

competition hypothesis was proposed following recognition

that partner rape in non-human species followed female

extra-pair copulations (e.g., Barash, 1977; Cheng, Burns, &

McKinney, 1983; McKinney, Cheng, & Bruggers, 1984) and

that sexual coercion and partner rape in humans often

followed accusations of female infidelity (e.g., Finkelhor

& Yllo, 1985; Russell, 1982). Direct empirical evidence sup-

porting this hypothesis is accumulating. Camilleri (2004),

for example, found that the risk of a partner’s infidelity

predicted sexual coercion among male participants but not

female participants. This is important because men, but not

women, are at risk of being cuckolded (i.e., unwittingly

investing resources into genetically unrelated offspring).

Goetz and Shackelford (2006) documented in two studies

that a man’s sexual coercion in the context of an intimate

relationship was related positively to his partner’s infidelities.

Moreover, studying men’s partner-directed insults, Starratt,

Goetz, Shackelford, McKibbin, and Stewart-Williams (in

press) found in two studies that a reliable predictor of a man’s

sexual coercion was their accusations of their partner’s sexual

infidelity. Men who accused their partners of being unfaithful

were more likely to sexually coerce them. Most recently,

Camilleri and Quinsey (2007) documented in one study that

convicted partner rapists, compared to convicted non-sexual

partner abusers, experienced more cuckoldry risk events prior

to committing their offense; and in a second study involving a

non-forensic sample, direct cues to female infidelity predicted

men’s self-reported propensity for sexual coercion.

Levels of Analysis

The domination and control hypothesis and the sperm com-

petition hypothesis are complementary hypotheses to some

extent. Researchers interested in proximate explanations would

not be surprised to learn that men sexually coerce their partners

upon detection or suspicion of their partners’ infidelity. Like-

wise, researchers interested in ultimate explanations would

agree at men who sexually coerce their partners do so in order

to dominate and control her, but these researchers would add

that this domination and control functions to limit men’s

partners’ sexual autonomy and reduce paternity uncertainty.

These two perspectives reflect different levels of analysis. The

domination and control hypothesis is a proximate explanation,

focusing on the immediate, non-evolutionary causes of a trait,

behavior, or mechanism. The sperm competition hypothesis,

however, is an ultimate or evolutionary explanation, focusing

how such psychology and behavior could have arisen via nat-

ural selection. Below, we offer an example of the difference

between proximate and ultimate explanations (for a complete

discussion of different levels of analysis, see Tinbergen, 1963).
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Why do people not have sex with their siblings? After all,

this would save energy associated with mate selection and

attraction and they would likely have a lot in common. One

answer is that people are disgusted by sexual thoughts of their

siblings. This is a proximate answer. Another, equally correct,

answer is that people do not have sex with their siblings because

the survival and reproductive costs associated with deleterious

recessive mutations and short-generation pathogens selected

for an inbreeding avoidance psychology (e.g., Lieberman,

Tooby, & Cosmides, 2007). These answers are complemen-

tary, the former focusing on non-evolutionary causes and the

latter focusing on evolved function.

In two studies, we collected data relevant to both hypothe-

ses to explore how these variables interact with men’s sexual

coercion in an intimate relationship. The domination and con-

trol hypothesis posits that men’s controlling behavior, rela-

tionship violence, and personality (particularly, his domi-

nance or ‘‘surgency’’) are important variables to consider,

whereas the sperm competition hypothesis holds that women’s

infidelity is particularly relevant. Regression analyses pro-

vide the opportunity to explore these multiple influences on

sexual coercion in intimate relationships.

Study 1: Men’s Self-Reports of Their Controlling

Behavior, Relationship Violence, Personality, and

Partners’ Infidelity

Method

Participants

A total of 256 men participated in this study. Participants were

in a committed, sexual relationship with a woman for at least

1 year. The mean age of the participants was 25.0 years (SD =

7.2), the mean age of the partners was 23.8 years (SD =

6.7), and the mean relationship length was 46.6 months (SD =

48.6).

Measures

Participants completed a survey that included several sec-

tions. The first section requested demographic information,

including the participant’s age, his partner’s age, and the

length of his current relationship. The second section asked

four questions to assess his partner’s past infidelities and her

likelihood of committing an infidelity in the future: (1) ‘‘As

far as you know, has your current partner had sexual inter-

course with someone other than you since you have been

involved in a relationship together?’’; (2) ‘‘As far as you

know, has your current partner fallen in love with someone

other than you since you have been involved in a relation-

ship together?’’; (3) ‘‘How likely do you think it is that your

current partner will in the future have sexual intercourse

with someone other than you, while in a relationship with

you?’’; and (4) ‘‘How likely do you think it is that your

current partner will in the future fall in love with someone

other than you, while in a relationship with you?’’

Responses were recorded using a 10-point Likert-type scale

ranging from 0 (Definitely No/Not at all Likely) to 9 (Defi-

nitely Yes/Extremely Likely).

Prior to analyses, we created the composite variable female

infidelity (a = .72) by summing responses to four variables:

(1) partner’s past sexual infidelity, (2) partner’s past emo-

tional infidelity, (3) partner’s likelihood of future sexual

infidelity, and (4) partner’s likelihood of future emotional

infidelity. This composite variable showed adequate internal

consistency. Seventy-four percent of men reported at least

some suspicion of their partners’ past or future infidelity.

Sexual Coercion in Intimate Relationships Scale. Men’s

sexual coercion in the current relationship, was assessed with

the Sexual Coercion in Intimate Relationships Scale (SCIRS;

Shackelford & Goetz, 2004). The SCIRS asks how often the

participant performed 34 sexually coercive acts in the last

month. Responses were recording using a 6-point Likert-

type scale with the following values: 0 = Act did not occur

in the past month to 5 = Act occurred 11 or more times in the

past month. Items varied in subtlety, ranging from hinting

and subtle manipulations to outright physical force. Example

items include: ‘‘I hinted that I would withhold benefits that

my partner depends on if she did not have sex with me,’’ ‘‘I

told my partner that if she loved me, she would have sex with

me,’’ and ‘‘I threatened to have sex with another woman if my

partner did not have sex with me.’’ Previous research has

established the reliability, validity, and utility of the SCIRS

as an assessment of sexual coercion in intimate relationships

(Goetz & Shackelford, 2006; Shackelford & Goetz, 2004).

We calculated total scale scores for men’s sexual coer-

cion by responses to the items of the SCIRS. The alpha

reliability for the summed responses to the 34 items of the

SCIRS was a = .95, demonstrating excellent internal con-

sistency. Thirty-nine percent of men self-reported using at

least some sexual coercion in their current relationship.

Controlling Behavior Index. To assess men’s controlling

behaviors in the context of a relationship, we used the

Controlling Behavior Index (CBI; Dobash, Dobash, Cava-

nagh, & Lewis, 1996, 1998, 2000). The CBI measures the

occurrence of 22 non-physical controlling and coercive

behaviors in relationships. Example items are ‘‘Check her

movements,’’ ‘‘Deliberately keep her short of money,’’ and

‘‘Restrict her social life.’’ The CBI records how often such

controlling behaviors have occurred in the relationship.

Responses were recorded using a six-point Likert-type scale

anchored by 0 (Never) and 5 (11 or more times). Research by

Dobash et al. and Shackelford and Goetz (2004) has dem-

onstrated the reliability, validity, and utility of the CBI by
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demonstrating its use as a predictive measure of serious

intimate partner violence and sexual coercion in intimate

relationships. We calculated scores for men’s controlling

behaviors and the alpha reliability for the summed responses

to the measure was a = .85. Eighty-eight percent of men

self-reported using at least some controlling behavior in

their current relationship.

Violence Assessment Index. To assess men’s non-sexual

violence in the context of a relationship, we used the Vio-

lence Assessment Index (VAI; Dobash et al., 1998). The

VAI measures 26 specific methods of assault, objects used in

assaults, and parts of the body to which assaults are directed.

Example items are ‘‘Slapped her on the face, body, arms, or

legs,’’ ‘‘Pushed, grabbed, or shoved her,’’ and ‘‘Dragged her

or pulled her by the hair.’’ The VAI records how often such

violence has occurred in the relationship. Responses were

recorded using a six-point Likert-type scale anchored by 0

(Never) and 5 (11 or more times). Research by Dobash et al.

(1998, 2000) and Shackelford and Goetz (2004) has dem-

onstrated the reliability, validity, and utility of the VAI by

demonstrating its use as a predictive measure of serious

intimate partner violence and sexual coercion in intimate

relationships. Also, Shackelford, Goetz, Buss, Euler, and

Hoier (2005) documented how men’s mate retention

behaviors predicted their VAI scores. We calculated scores

for men’s non-sexual violence and the alpha reliability for

the summed responses to the VAI was a = .75. For all

analyses involving the VAI, we excluded responses to the

three acts involving sexual coercion: ‘‘Demanded sex when

partner didn’t want it,’’ ‘‘Forced partner to have sex or some

kind of sexual activity,’’ and ‘‘Forced partner to do some-

thing against her will,’’ to prevent detection of spurious

relationships between sexual coercion and violence. Fifty-

three percent of men self-reported using at least some non-

sexual violence in their current relationship.

Injury Assessment Index. To assess the consequences of

men’s non-sexual violence in the context of a relationship,

we used the Injury Assessment Index (IAI; Dobash et al.,

1998). The IAI measures the physical consequences of

violence against partners using 20 items. Example items are

‘‘Bruise on her body,’’ ‘‘Blackout or unconsciousness,’’ and

‘‘Split lip.’’ The IAI records how often such injuries have

occurred in the relationship. Responses were recorded using

a six-point Likert-type scale anchored by 0 (Never) and 5

(11 or more times). Research by Dobash et al. (1998, 2000)

and Shackelford and Goetz (2004) has demonstrated the

reliability, validity, and utility of the IAI by demonstrating

its use as a predictive measure of serious intimate partner

violence and sexual coercion in intimate relationships. Also,

Shackelford et al. (2005) documented how men’s mate

retention behaviors predicted their partners’ IAI scores. We

calculated scores for the IAI and the alpha reliability for the

summed responses was a = .43. This alpha is relatively low

and results regarding the IAI should be interpreted with

caution (also, see General Discussion). Twelve percent of

men self-reported that their current partners received some

injuries due to relationship violence.

Botwin Personality Inventory. The final section included a

standard personality inventory. This inventory includes 40

bipolar items designed to assess standings on the five major

dimensions of personality (Botwin, Buss, & Shackelford,

1997; example item anchors in parentheses): Surgency (dom-

inant-submissive), Agreeableness (flexible-stubborn), Con-

scientiousness (careless-careful), Emotional Stability (secure-

insecure), and Openness to Experience (uncultured-cultured).

For each item, participants circled a number between 1 and 7

inclusive that described himself ‘‘generally.’’ This measure

provides reliable and valid assessments of the five major

dimensions of personality and, in addition, previous work

indicates substantial agreement between ratings about a target

person provided by (1) that target person and (2) the target

person’s long-term romantic partner (see Botwin et al., 1997).

We calculated scores for participants’ standings on each of

the five major dimensions of personality by summing

responses to the eight items comprising each dimension as

assessed by our personality measure. Alpha reliabilities for the

five personality dimensions were: Surgency, a = .56, Agree-

ableness, a = .63; Conscientiousness, a = .67, Emotional

Stability, a = .56; and Openness to Experience, a = .53.

These alphas were relatively low, and thus, these results

should be interpreted with caution.

Procedure

Upon the prospective participant’s arrival at the scheduled

time and location, the researcher confirmed that the pro-

spective participant was (1) male, (2) at least 18 years of age,

and (3) currently involved in a committed, sexual relationship

with a woman for at least 1 year. If the criteria were met, the

researcher handed the participant a consent form, the survey,

and a security envelope. The participant was instructed to

read and sign the consent form, complete the survey, place the

completed survey in the envelope, and then seal the envelope.

The participant was instructed not to seal the consent form

inside the envelope to maintain anonymity. Upon completion

of the survey, the researcher explained to the participant the

purpose of the study, answered any questions, and thanked

the participant for his participation.

Results

To identify which variables predicted men’s sexual coercion

against their partners, we conducted a multiple regression

using female infidelity, men’s CBI scores, men’s VAI scores,

men’s IAI scores, and men’s personality standings to predict

men’s total scale SCIRS scores. The overall model was
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significant (F = 4.31, R2 = .15, p \ .001). Investigation of

the individual standardized regression coefficients indicated

that three of the nine variables uniquely predicted men’s total

SCIRS scores: female infidelity, CBI scores, and Conscien-

tiousness (see Table 1). These results did not change after

controlling for participant age, partner age, and relationship

duration (data not shown).

Furthermore, investigation of the individual standardized

beta weights revealed that female infidelity had the highest

standardized beta weight, b = .23, p \ .001. Men’s CBI

scores had the second highest standardized beta weight,

b = .21, p \ .01; and men’s Conscientiousness had the

third highest standardized beta weight, b = -.16, p \ .05.

This pattern of results did not change after controlling for

participant age, partner age, and relationship duration (data

not shown).

Discussion

These results suggest that the variables central to both the

sperm competition hypothesis and domination and control

hypothesis predicted men’s sexual coercion in intimate

relationships, according to men’s self-reports. Again, we

remind readers that these results should be interpreted with

caution as some of the alpha reliabilities were relatively low

(namely, the personality variables).

Study 2: Women’s Reports of Their Partners’

Controlling Behavior, Relationship Violence, and

Personality, and Self-Reports of Infidelity

Men’s reports of their partners’ past infidelities and likelihood

of future infidelities may be biased or otherwise inaccurate.

Some men (e.g., those high in sexual jealousy) may overesti-

mate their partners’ past infidelities or likelihood of future

infidelity. In addition, men’s self-reports of their sexual coer-

cion and relationship violence may not provide accurate assess-

ments of these behaviors (e.g., Dobash et al., 1998; Edleson &

Brygger, 1986; Magdol et al., 1997). Men may be reluctant to

report their sexual coercion and relationship violence, or may

underreport the most severe forms of coercion and violence

(e.g., Dobash et al., 1998). Women’s reports of their past

infidelities and likelihood of future infidelities and women’s

reports of their partners’ sexual coercion and relationship vio-

lence may reflect more accurately the incidence of such behav-

iors. Using an independent sample of women in committed,

sexual relationships, Study 2 obtained women’s reports of their

infidelities and their partners’ sexual coercion and relationship

violence. These independent reports offered an additional

opportunity to investigate which hypothesis (the domination

and control hypothesis or the sperm competition hypothesis)

better accounts for men’s sexual coercion in intimate rela-

tionships.

Method

Participants

A total of 290 women participated in this study. Participants

were in a committed, sexual relationship with a man for at least

1 year. The mean age of the participants was 22.2 years

(SD = 5.8), the mean age of the partners was 24.4 years

(SD = 7.0), and the mean relationship length was 39.2 months

(SD = 38.5).

Measures

The survey for Study 2 paralleled the one used in Study 1.

Participants in Study 2 reported on their past infidelities and

likelihood of committing future infidelities, their partners’

sexual coercion in the current relationship, their partners’

controlling behaviors, violence, any injuries they suffered

due to their partners’ violence, and their partners’ standings

on the five major dimensions of personality.

As in Study 1, we created the composite variable female

infidelity (a = .60) by summing four variables: (1) past sexual

infidelity, (2) past emotional infidelity, (3) likelihood of future

Table 1 Multiple regression

analyses of men’s reports and

women’s reports (reported in

standardized beta weights)

Note. Men’s N = 256; Women’s

N = 290; Row variables were

used to predict column variable.

See text for definition and

construction of variables

* p \ .05, ** p \ .01, ***

p \ .001 (two-tailed)

Predictor Sexual coercion

Men’s reports (Study 1) Women’s reports (Study 2)

Female infidelity .23*** .24***

Controlling behavior index .21** .18*

Violence assessment index -.11 .23**

Injury assessment index .08 .15*

Surgency .07 -.05

Agreeableness -.01 .01

Conscientiousness -.16* -.06

Emotional stability .00 .02

Openness to experience .09 .10
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sexual infidelity, and (4) likelihood of future emotional infi-

delity. Sixty-three percent of women self-reported some past

infidelity or likelihood of future infidelity.

We then calculated scores for partner’s sexual coercion

using women’s responses to the 34-item SCIRS (Shackelford

& Goetz, 2004). The alpha reliability for the summed respon-

ses was a = .97. We calculated scores for men’s controlling

behaviors and non-sexual violence using the CBI, VAI, and

IAI (Dobash et al., 1996, 1998) using women’s partner-

reports. Alpha reliabilities for the summed responses to the

three measures were a = .89, a = .89, and a = .61, respec-

tively. As in Study 1, analyses involving the VAI excluded

responses to the acts ‘‘Demanded sex when I didn’t want it,’’

‘‘Forced me to have sex or some kind of sexual activity,’’ and

‘‘Forced me to do something against my will’’ to prevent

spurious relationships between sexual coercion and violence.

Thirty-two percent of women reported at least some sexual

coercion by their current partners; 75% of women reported at

least some controlling behavior by their current partners; 44%

of women reported at least some non-sexual relationship

violence; and 16% of women reported sustaining some inju-

ries due to relationship violence in their current relationship.

Next, we calculated scores for partners’ personality using

responses to the 40-item Botwin Personality Inventory

(1997). Alpha reliabilities for the five personality dimen-

sions were: Surgency, a = .62; Agreeableness, a = .77;

Conscientiousness, a = .69; Emotional Stability, a = .55;

and Openness to Experience, a = .63.

Procedure

Paralleling Study 1, three criteria were required to qualify

for participation. Upon the prospective participant’s arrival

at the schedule time and location, the researcher confirmed

that the prospective participant was (1) female, (2) at least

18 years of age, and (3) currently in a committed, sexual

relationship with a man. The same procedure was followed

as in Study 1.

Results

As in Study 1, to identify which variables predicted men’s

sexual coercion against their partners, we conducted a mul-

tiple regression using female infidelity, men’s CBI scores,

men’s VAI scores, men’s VAI scores, and men’s personality

standings to predict men’s SCIRS scores. The overall model

was significant (F = 13.62, R2 = .33, p \ .001). Investi-

gation of the individual standardized regression coefficients

indicated that four of the nine variables uniquely predicted

women’s reports of their partners’ total SCIRS scores:

female infidelity, women’s reports of their partners’ CBI

scores, women’s reports of their partners’ VAI scores, and

women’s reports of their partners’ IAI scores (see Table 1).

These results did not change after controlling for participant

age, partner age, and relationship duration (data not shown).

Furthermore, investigation of the standardized Beta weights

revealed that female infidelity had the highest standardized

beta weight, b = .24, p \ .001. Women’s reports of their

partners’ VAI scores had the second highest standardized beta

weight, b = .23, p \ .01; women’s reports of their partners’

CBI scores had the third highest standardized beta weight,

b = .18, p \ .05; and women’s reports of their partners’ IAI

scores had the fourth highest standardized beta weight, b =

.15, p \ .05. Again, results did not change after controlling

for participant age, partner age, and relationship duration

(data not shown).

Discussion

Paralleling Study 1, these results suggest that the variable

central to both hypotheses predicted men’s sexual coercion

in intimate relationships, according to women’s partner-

reports. Again, we remind readers that these results should

be interpreted with caution as some of the alpha reliabilities

were relatively low (namely, the personality variables and

IAI score).

General Discussion

Many women endure sexual coercion by their intimate part-

ners (Finkelhor & Yllo, 1985; Goetz & Shackelford, 2006;

Hadi, 2000; Painter & Farrington, 1999; Watts et al., 1998).

At least two major hypotheses have been advanced to explain

this phenomenon. The domination and control hypothesis

posits that sexual coercion in intimate relationships is moti-

vated by men’s attempts to dominate and control their partner

and that this expression of power is the product of men’s

social roles (e.g., Basile, 1999; Brownmiller, 1975; Gage &

Hutchinson, 2006; Johnson, 1995; Watts et al., 1998). The

sperm competition hypothesis proposes that sexual coercion

in intimate relationships functions to introduce a male’s

sperm into his partner’s reproductive tract at a time when

there is a high risk of cuckoldry, such as when a man suspects

his partner has been sexually unfaithful (Camilleri, 2004;

Goetz & Shackelford, 2006; Lalumière et al., 2005; Thornhill

& Thornhill, 1992; Wilson & Daly, 1992).

In the present studies, we sought to explore how vari-

ables associated with these hypotheses interact to account for

men’s sexual coercion in an intimate relationship. Results

from both studies indicated that men’s sexual coercion in

intimate relationships was consistently predicted by women’s

infidelity and men’s controlling behavior, suggesting that

both risk factors are important predictors.

Results generated in the current research corroborate sev-

eral key results generated by previous research. The results are
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consistent with research suggesting that men’s sexual coer-

cion is related to their domination and control of their partner.

In both studies, men who used more controlling behaviors,

such as restricting their partners’ social life and being vigilant

about their partners’ whereabouts, were more likely to sexual

coercion their partners. Results from both studies also sup-

ported research suggesting that men’s sexual coercion is

linked to their partners’ infidelities or suspicions of their

partners’ infidelities. Camilleri and Quinsey (2007) and Goetz

and Shackelford (2006), for example, documented that men’s

sexual coercion in the context of an intimate relationship was

related to risk of cuckoldry. Frieze (1983) and Gage and

Hutchinson (2006) found that husbands who raped their wives

were more sexually jealous than husbands who did not rape

their wives. Shields and Hanneke (1983) documented that

victims of partner rape were more likely to have reported

engaging in extramarital sex than women who were not raped

by their in-pair partner. Starratt et al. (in press) found that men

who accused their partners of being unfaithful also were more

likely to sexually coerce them.

It has often been argued that men’s domination and control

of their partners functions to maintain a patriarchal society.

This hypothesis was first advanced by Millet (1969). Millet

argued that rape and violence are products of a patriarchal

society. We offer a slight reinterpretation and argue that men’s

dominance and control of their partners is motivated by

individual men’s attempt to guard their paternity (see also

Wilson & Daly, 1992). This hypothesis is supported by the

current data and from research showing that men’s controlling

behaviors covary with their partners’ ovulatory status (Gang-

estad, Thornill, & Garver, 2002; Haselton & Gangestad,

2006). These studies have shown that men are more control-

ling and vigilant of their partners when they are most like to

conceive, and thus when men’s paternity is under an increased

threat.

As women’s infidelity was a reliable predictor of men’s

sexual coercion in both studies, we argue that this finding is

consistent with sperm competition theory and that it adds to a

rapidly growing literature on human sperm competition (e.g.,

Baker & Bellis, 1993; Camilleri & Quinsey, 2007; Gallup

& Burch, 2004; Gallup et al., 2003; Goetz et al., 2005; Kil-

gallon & Simmons, 2005; Klusmann, 2006; Pound, 2002;

Shackelford, Goetz, McKibbin, & Starratt, 2007; Shackelford

et al., 2002; Smith, 1984; for a review, see Shackelford &

Goetz, 2007).

The current studies have some limitations. One limitation

was the less than optimal alpha reliabilities for some of the

composite variables. Although most were acceptable, a few

were rather low. The alpha reliability for men’s IAI scores

(Study 1) was .43. This is potentially due to men’s reluc-

tance in reporting the most severe forms of their relationship

violence (e.g., Dobash et al., 1998). To minimize this lim-

itation, we collected data from an independent sample of

women, who are known to provide more accurate and reli-

able assessments of these behaviors (e.g., Dobash et al.,

1998; Edleson & Brygger, 1986; Magdol et al., 1997).

Another limitation of the current research exists regard-

ing the design. We present regression analyses that prevent

strong statements about causal relationships. We argue that

women’s infidelities cause men to use sexual coercion and

dominance and control as paternity guards. The data are

consistent with this interpretation, as is previous research

(e.g., Finkelhor & Yllo, 1985), but we cannot rule out an

alternative, reverse causal relationship—that men’s sexual

coercion causes women to become unfaithful. A design that

includes repeated assessments of the key variables over

time, such as a daily diary study, would allow for the

identification of causal relationships.

In conclusion, our results reflect the complex nature of

men’s sexual coercion in intimate relationships. Researchers

studying sexual coercion in intimate relationships might

profitably consider variables related to both the domination

and control hypothesis and the sperm competition hypothesis

to better understand and prevent this behavior. Variables

such as women’s sexual history, men’s perceptions of their

partners’ fidelity, men’s sexual jealousy, as well as men’s

domination and control should be considered, in addition to

the examination of variables related to the researchers’ own

theoretical perspective.

Acknowledgements We thank the Editor and three anonymous

reviewers for comments that greatly improved this article and we thank

the Editor for suggesting the title.

References

Apt, C., & Hurlbert, D. F. (1993). The sexuality of women in physically

abusive marriages: Comparative study. Journal of Family Vio-
lence, 8, 57–69.

Baker R. R., & Bellis, M. A. (1993). Human sperm competition:

Ejaculate adjustment by males and the function of masturbation.

Animal Behaviour, 46, 861–885.

Barash D. P. (1977). Sociobiology of rape in mallards (Anas platyrhyn-
chos): Response of the mated male. Science, 197, 788–789.

Basile, K. C. (1999). Rape by acquiescence: The ways in which women

‘‘give in’’ in unwanted sex with their husbands. Violence Against
Women, 5, 1036–1058.

Bergen, R. K. (1996). Wife rape: Understanding the response of
survivors and service providers. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Botwin, M. D., Buss, D. M., & Shackelford, T. K. (1997). Personality

and mate preferences: Five factors in mate selection and marital

satisfaction. Journal of Personality, 65, 107–136.

Brownmiller, S. (1975). Against our will: Men, women, and rape. New

York: Simon & Schuser.

Camilleri, J. A. (2004). Investigating sexual coercion in romantic
relationships: A test of the cuckoldry risk hypothesis. Unpublished

master’s thesis, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sas-

katchewan, Canada.

Camilleri, J. A., & Quinsey, V. L. (2007). The psychology of male in-
pair sexual coercion in forensic and non-forensic samples. Paper

Arch Sex Behav

123



presented at the 19th annual meeting of the Human Behavior and

Evolution Society, Williamsburg, VA.

Camilleri, J. A., Quinsey, V. L., & Tapscott, J. L. (in press). Assessing

the propensity for sexual coaxing and coercion in relationships:

Factor structure, reliability, and validity of the Tactics to Obtain

Sex Scale. Archives of Sexual Behavior.

Cheng, K. M., Burns, J. T., & McKinney, F. (1983). Forced copulation in

captive mallards III. Sperm competition. The Auk, 100, 302–310.

DeMaris, A. (1997). Elevated sexual activity in violent marriages:

Hypersexuality or sexual extortion? Journal of Sex Research, 34,

361–373.

Dobash, R. E., Dobash, R. P., Cavanagh, K., & Lewis, R. (1996).

Research evaluation of programmes for violent men. Edinburgh:

Scottish Office Central Research Unit.

Dobash, R. E., Dobash, R. P., Cavanagh, K., & Lewis, R. (1998).

Separate and intersecting realities: A comparison of men’s and

women’s accounts of violence against women. Violence Against
Women, 4, 382–414.

Dobash, R. E., Dobash, R. P., Cavanagh, K., & Lewis, R. (2000).

Changing violent men. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Donnelly, D. A. (1993). Sexually inactive marriages. Journal of Sex
Research, 30, 171–179.

Edleson, J., & Brygger, M. (1986). Gender differences in reporting of

battering incidents. Family Relations, 35, 377–382.

Finkelhor, D., & Yllo, K. (1985). License to rape: Sexual abuse of
wives. New York: Holt, Rinehart, & Winston.

Frieze, I. H. (1983). Investigating the causes and consequences of

marital rape. Signs, 8, 532–553.

Gage, A. J., & Hutchinson, P. L. (2006). Power, control, and intimate

partner sexual violence in Haiti. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 35,

11–24.

Gangestad, S. W., Thornhill, R., & Garver, C. E. (2002). Changes in

women’s sexual interest an their partners’ mate retention tactics

across the menstrual cycle: Evidence for shifting conflicts of interest.

Proceedings of the Royal Society of London, B, 269, 975–982.

Gallup G. G., & Burch, R. L. (2004). Semen displacement as a sperm

competition strategy in humans. Evolutionary Psychology, 2, 12–23.

Gallup G. G., Burch, R. L., Zappieri, M. L., Parvez, R. A., Stockwell, M.

L., & Davis, J. A. (2003). The human penis as a semen displacement

device. Evolution and Human Behavior, 24, 277–289.

Gelles, R. (1977). Power, sex and violence: The case of marital rape.

Family Coordinator, 26, 339–347.

Goetz, A. T., & Shackelford, T. K. (2006). Sexual coercion and forced

in-pair copulation as sperm competition tactics in humans. Human
Nature, 17, 265–282.

Goetz, A. T., Shackelford, T. K., Weekes-Shackelford, V. A., Euler, H.

A., Hoier, S., Schmitt, D. P., et al. (2005). Mate retention, semen

displacement, and human sperm competition: A preliminary

investigation of tactics to prevent and correct female infidelity.

Personality and Individual Differences, 38, 749–763.

Hadi, A. (2000). Prevalence and correlates of the risk of martial sexual

violence in Bangladesh. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 15,

787–805.

Haselton, M. G., & Gangestad, S. W. (2006). Conditional expression of

women’s desires and men’s mate guarding across the ovulatory

cycle. Hormones and Behavior, 49, 509–518.

Johnson, I. M., & Sigler, R. T. (2000). Forced sexual intercourse

among intimates. Journal of Family Violence, 15, 95–108.

Johnson, M. P. (1995). Patriarchal terrorism and common couple

violence: Two forms of violence against women. Journal of
Marriage and the Family, 57, 283–294.

Kilgallon, S. J., & Simmons, L. W. (2005). Image content influences

men’s semen quality. Biology Letters, 1, 253–255.

Klusmann, D. (2006). Sperm competition and female procurement of

male resources as explanations for a sex-specific time course in

the sexual motivation of couples. Human Nature, 17, 283–298.

Koziol-McLain, J., Coates, C. J., & Lowenstein, S. R. (2001). Predictive

validity of a screen for partner violence against women. American
Journal of Preventative Medicine, 21, 93–100.

Lalumière, M. L., Harris, G. T., Quinsey, V. L., & Rice, M. E. (2005).

The causes of rape: Understanding individual differences in male
propensity for sexual aggression. Washington, DC: APA Press.

Lieberman, D., Tooby, J., & Cosmides, L. (2007). The architecture of

human kin detection. Nature, 445, 727–731.

Magdol, L., Moffitt, T. E., Caspi, A., Newman, D. L., Fagan, J., &

Silva, P. A. (1997). Gender differences in partner violence in a

birth cohort of 21-year-olds: Bridging the gap between clinical

and epidemiological approaches. Journal of Consulting and
Clinical Psychology, 65, 68–78.

Marshall, A. D., & Holtzwoth-Munroe, A. (2002). Varying forms of

husband sexual aggression: Predictors of subgroup differences.

Journal of Family Psychology, 16, 286–296.

McKinney, F., Cheng, K. M., & Bruggers, D. J. (1984). Sperm com-

petition in apparently monogamous birds. In R. L. Smith (Ed.),

Sperm competition and evolution of animal mating systems (pp.

523–545). New York: Academic Press.

Meyer, S., Vivian D., & O’Leary, K. D. (1998). Men’s sexual

aggression in marriage: Couple’s reports. Violence Against
Women, 4, 415–435.

Millet, K. (1969). Sexual politics. New York: Granada.

Painter, K., & Farrington, D. P. (1999). Wife rape in Great Britain. In

R. Muraskin (Ed.), Women and justice: Development of interna-
tional policy (pp. 135–164). New York: Gordon and Breach.

Pound, N. (2002). Male interest in visual cues of sperm competition

risk. Evolution and Human Behavior, 23, 443–466.

Russell, D. E. H. (1982). Rape in marriage. New York: Macmillan Press.

Shackelford, T. K., & Goetz, A. T. (2004). Men’s sexual coercion in

intimate relationships: Development and initial validation of the

sexual coercion in intimate relationships scale. Violence and
Victims, 19, 21–36.

Shackelford, T. K., & Goetz, A. T. (2007). Adaptation to sperm

competition in humans. Current Directions in Psychological
Science, 16, 47–50.

Shackelford, T. K., Goetz, A. T., Buss, D. M., Euler, H. A., & Hoier, S.

(2005). When we hurt the ones we love: Predicting violence

against women from men’s mate retention. Personal Relation-
ships, 12, 447–463.

Shackelford, T. K., Goetz, A. T., McKibbin, W. F., & Starratt, V. G.

(2007). Absence makes the adaptations grow fonder: Proportion

of time apart from partner, male sexual psychology, and sperm

competition in humans (Homo sapiens). Journal of Comparative
Psychology, 121, 214–220.

Shackelford, T. K., LeBlanc, G. J., Weekes-Shackelford, V. A., Bleske-

Rechek, A. L., Euler, H. A., & Hoier, S. (2002). Psychological

adaptation to human sperm competition. Evolution and Human
Behavior, 23, 123–138.

Shields, N. M., & Hanneke, C. R. (1983). Battered wives’ reactions to

marital rape. In R. Gelles, G. Hotaling, M. Straus, & D. Finkelhor

(Eds.), The dark side of families (pp. 131–148). Beverly Hills, CA:

Sage.

Smith, R. L. (1984). Human sperm competition. In R. L. Smith (Ed.),

Sperm competition and the evolution of animal mating systems
(pp. 601–660). New York: Academic Press.

Starratt, V. G., Goetz, A. T., Shackelford, T. K., McKibbin, W. F., &

Stewart-Williams, S. (in press). Men’s partner-directed insults

and sexual coercion in intimate relationships. Journal of Family
Violence.

Thornhill, R., & Thornhill, N. W. (1992). The evolutionary psychology

of men’s coercive sexuality. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 15,

363–421.

Tinbergen, N. (1963). On aims and methods of ethology. Zeitschrift für
Tierpsychologie, 20, 410–433.

Arch Sex Behav

123



Watts, C., Keogh, E., Ndlovu, M., & Kwaramba, R. (1998). Withholding

of sex and forced sex: Dimensions of violence against Zimbabwean

women. Reproductive Health Matters, 6, 57–65.

Wilson, M., & Daly, M. (1992). The man who mistook his wife for a

chattel. In J. H. Barkow, L. Cosmides, & J. Tooby (Eds.), The
adapted mind (pp. 289–322). New York: Oxford University Press.

Yllo, K., & Straus, M. A. (1990). Patriarchy and violence against

wives: The impact of structural and normative factors. In M. A.

Straus & R. J. Gelles (Eds.), Physical violence in American
families: Risk factors and adaptations to violence in 8145 families
(pp. 383–399). New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publisher.

Arch Sex Behav

123


	Sexual Coercion in Intimate Relationships: A Comparative Analysis of the Effects of Women&rsquo;s Infidelity and Men&rsquo;s �Dominance and Control
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Hypothesized Causes of Sexual Coercion in Intimate Relationships
	Levels of Analysis

	Study 1: Men&rsquo;s Self-Reports of Their Controlling Behavior, Relationship Violence, Personality, and Partners&rsquo; Infidelity
	Method
	Participants
	Measures
	Procedure

	Results
	Discussion

	Study 2: Women&rsquo;s Reports of Their Partners&rsquo; Controlling Behavior, Relationship Violence, and Personality, and Self-Reports of Infidelity
	Method
	Participants
	Measures
	Procedure

	Results
	Discussion

	General Discussion
	Acknowledgements
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
    /DEU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


